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SPRING COVE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Roaring Spring, PA 

 
July 21, 2014 

 
 

The Combined Committee & Regular Monthly Meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the Spring Cove School District was held on Monday, July 21, 
2014 at 7:00 pm in the Administration Office.  Mr. Butler, Board President, 
called the meeting to order, led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
offered a moment of silence.  The following Board members were present: 
Mrs. Amy Acker-Knisely; Mr. John R. Biddle; Mr. James Butler; Dr. Jennifer 
Murnyack-Garner; Mr. James Smith; Miss Mary Smith; Mr. Willard J. 
Thompson; Dr. Robert Vadella, Superintendent; Mr. Ryan Kirsch, Business 

Manager; and Mrs. Karen Greenwood, Recording Secretary.   Mrs. Julie Mills 
and Mr. Kevin Warner were absent.  
 
Special Recognitions or Presentations 
Mr. Mike Fouse, from Lawn Doctor, reviewed for the Board his plan of care 
for the district’s athletic fields.  He shared some concerns about why the 
fields are not holding up as well as expected.  Mr. Fouse stated that there 
must be a repair plan in place and repairs must be made every year.  He 
also stated that the baseball and soccer fields are not performing well 
because they are basically clay rather than topsoil.   
 

Mr. Fouse proposed an experiment using three 20 x 20 foot plots.  In one 
plot you would aerate and compost.  In the second plot you would aerate 
and seed.  In the third plot, you would do nothing. Then let all three plots 
sit for a year and you will see clear results of what is needed. 
 

Mr. Fouse also commented that both Bedford and Tyrone School Districts 
have great looking football fields because they limit the use to regular 
football games only. 
 

Dr. Murnyack-Garner commented that there were issues with the field by 
the middle school when it was first put in.  Mr. Fluke noted that this field 
was ruined the very first season and has not been given a chance to come 
back.    
 

Mr. Butler stated that it was the decision of the Board to not use the fields 
this spring and have them available in the fall of 2015. 
 
Visitors 
Miss Alyssa Reed, an eighth grader, addressed the Board for the second 
time expressing her concerns about the elimination of the National Honor 
Society Chapter at the Middle School level and asking the Board members 
to reconsider keeping the Middle School Chapter of the National Honor 
Society.   Mr. Butler thanked Miss Reed for sharing her concerns and noted 
that a sub-committee is still meeting and gathering information.  
 

Mr. James Laird of Roaring Spring addressed the Board concerning the 
upkeep of the athletic fields.   Mr. Laird noted that the comments and 
recommendations from Mr. Fouse were exactly what he had planned to 
share.   He stated that there are some stellar athletes on the soccer teams 
and that they deserve to have a decent place to practice and play.  He also 
commented that some soccer players have used a field at the Kulp Dairy  
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Farm and noted that it is a full size field and great grass field.  He asked 
the Board to consider allowing the students continue to use that field. 
 

Dr. Vadella explained that the decision to keep the fields empty until the 
fall of 2015 was not made lightly.  A great deal of discussion and thought 
was put into this plan prior to directing the Athletic Director to develop a 
schedule where everyone would have some area to practice and to play.   
 

Mr. Laird asked if the Boosters group could help in any way.  Mr. Butler 
stated that help is appreciated, but must be coordinated with the 
appropriate district personnel.  Dr. Vadella commented that we have had   
people come in and do their own thing without District approval and then it 
becomes a problem for other teams as well as a possible liability issue for 
the district.    Mr. Butler then reiterated that Mr. Laird should work with 
Mr. Fluke on any possible solutions. 
 

Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Vadella reported that everyone is working to get ready for the opening of 
school.  He noted that there will be 16 new teachers this year, that a large 
amount of professional development has taken place over the summer, that 
some transportation schedules have been modified, and that some ninth 
graders will be attending the Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center 
this year. 
 

 Approval of Agenda and Addendum 
 Mr. Biddle moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the July 21, 2014 agenda and addendum.  Motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

 Approval of Minutes 
 Dr. Murnyack-Garner moved and Mr. Biddle seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the following minutes: 
 

 Special Meeting -- June 16, 2014 
 Committee Meeting -- June 16, 2014 
 Regular Monthly Meeting -- June 23, 2014.  

 

Mr. Smith disputed the cyber school comment that was attributed to him in 
the June 23, 2014 minutes during the budget discussion on page 117 
stating that he did not make that comment.  
 

Miss Smith also disputed the comment that was attributed to her during 
the same discussion.  She then asked that Motion #20 on page 118 be 

amended to read “…..approximately $2,700 by using school buses.”   
 

Dr. Vadella responded that the minutes are not verbatim.  If that is what is 
desired, there will be a significant cost.  He also noted that in the recent 
past, the minutes were criticized because there was not enough detail and 
that now the criticism is that there is too much detail and that it cannot be 
done both ways.  Dr. Vadella also asked if the Board would like to have the 
minutes at the Committee Meeting to discuss the wording and then vote on 
them at the Regular Monthly Meeting or to continue as always. 
 

With no comments from the remaining Board members, it was the 
consensus of the Board to amend the minutes on page 118 with the 
inserted words as requested by Miss Smith. The voice vote was not 
unanimous with Mr. Smith and Miss Smith voting no.  Motion carried. 
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Executive Sessions Announced 
Mr. Butler announced that an Executive Session was held prior to the June 
23, 2014 Regular Monthly Meeting for personnel, legal and contract 
purposes. 
 
National FFA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky 
Dr. Murnyack-Garner moved and Mrs. Acker-Knisely seconded the motion 
that approval be granted for Thomas Ritchey, CHS Vocational Agriculture 
teacher, and four FFA student members to attend the National FFA 
Convention in Louisville, Kentucky on October 28-31, 2014, and that the 
district will pay the costs for a rental van to transport said students and 
teacher, as well as 50% of the total cost of the convention for both students 
and teacher per Policy #230.1. 
 

Dr. Vadella explained that one student has graduated but qualified during 
her senior year.   
 

Miss Smith questioned the van rental for the FFA trip noting that it does 
not agree with current policy and asking what that would mean for the 
Mock Trial trip that includes airfare. 
 

Mrs. Acker-Knisely, Miss Smith and Dr. Murnyack-Garner all commented 
that they would need additional information on the Mock Trial trip before 
they could make a decision. 
 

Dr. Murnyack-Garner and Mrs. Acker-Knisely then withdrew their motion. 
 

Mock Trial Competition in San Francisco, California 
It was the consensus of the Board to table this motion until additional 
information is obtained. 
 

 Approval of Financial Report 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 

that approval be granted of the Financial Report for June 2014.  Motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 

 Approval of Schedule of Bills 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Biddle seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the Schedule of Bills for June 2014 as follows: 
 

General Fund -- June 2014 $ 2,331,319.02 

 

 Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 

 Approval of Agreement with The Meadows Psychiatric Center & 
Universal Community Behavioral Health 

 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 
approval be granted of the Agreement with The Meadows Psychiatric Center 
and Universal Community Behavioral Health for the 2014/15 school year at 
the rate of $30 per hour for educational services offered Monday through 
Friday for up to two hours per day.  Motion carried unanimously by voice 
vote.  
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 Approval of Agreement with Bald Eagle Area School District for 
Reading Recovery Professional Development 

 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 
that approval be granted of the Agreement with Bald Eagle Area School 
District to provide Reading Recovery On-Going Professional Development 
for the 2014/15 school year at a cost of $1,100 per teacher.  Motion carried 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Awarding of Bid for Student Portrait Photographic Services 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 

that approval be granted to award the bid for Student Portrait Photographic 
Services for the 2014/15 school year to Provine Studios.  Motion carried 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 

 Coaching Resignation Accepted 
 Mr. Biddle moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that the 

resignation of Michael Horton from the position of Varsity Girls Basketball 
Coach be accepted.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Waiver of Rental Fees Request for Dragons Federation 

Baseball 
 Mr. Biddle moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the request for waiver of rental fees for the Spring 
Cove Dragons Federation Baseball for use of the middle school and high 
school baseball fields during May through July of 2014 with the 
appropriate fields and dates to be determined by the Athletic Director and 
with all direct costs to be paid by the Federation.  Motion carried 
unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Waiver of Rental Fees Request for Cove Community 

Chorus 
 Mr. Biddle moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion that 

approval be granted of the request for waiver of rental fees for the Cove 
Community Chorus for use of the middle school auditorium and band room 
on March 10, 17, 20, 21 & 22, 2015 with all direct costs to be paid by the 
Chorus.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Need to Address the Feasibility Study 
 Mr. Butler commented that a large amount of the Board’s attention in the 

spring is taken up by the budget and that the Board now needs to start 

building a plan to address the Feasibility Study. 
 
 Request from Pee Wee Football to Line Sides of Athletic Field 
 Mr. Butler shared with the Board a recommendation that came in just prior 

to the Board’s Executive Session from the Pee Wee Football group to line 
the sides at the Athletic Field with a base and then put down heavy grass-
like carpet. 

 
 Following discussion on the need to have this reviewed by the District’s 

insurance company, who would be responsible when the mat wears out, 
and how would the edges be kept down, it was the consensus of the Board 
that additional information was needed before a decision could be made. 
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 Employment of Jessica Sorge 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 

that approval be granted to employ Jessica Sorge, pending receipt of 
updated clearances, as a Professional Employee effective with the 2014/15 
school year with her salary set on Step 5 ($45,588) of the Master’s Level of 
the Professional Employees Contract and with her assignment for the 
2014/15 school year to be Biology Teacher at Central High School.  Motion 
carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Teachers for KinderCamp 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 

that approval be granted for Mary Kay Benson, Lori Perrin, Judy Plummer 
and Dawn Strum to serve as teachers for the Title I KinderCamp to be held 
on July 7-11, 2014 with each teacher to be paid for a total of 15 

instructional hours and three non-instructional hours not to exceed a total 
of $420 each for these five days.  Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Addition to List of Long-Term Volunteers 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Dr. Murnyack-Garner seconded the motion 

that approval be granted to add Kimberly Imler to the district’s list of long-
term volunteers for the 2014/15 school year.  Motion carried unanimously 
by voice vote. 

 
 Approval of Addition to List of Substitutes 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Biddle seconded the motion that 

approval be granted to add Michelle Wysong (Elementary/Special 
Education) to the district’s list of substitutes retroactive to July 7, 2014.  
Motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 

 
 Resignation Accepted from Amy Wineland 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that the 

resignation of Amy N. Wineland from her position as Paraprofessional be 
accepted effective August 18, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously by voice 
vote. 

 
 Resignation Accepted from Kevin Warner 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that the 

resignation of Kevin Warner from his position as School Board Director be 
accepted effective July 22, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously by voice 
vote.  Mr. Butler expressed thanks to Kevin, on behalf of the Board, for his 
service and noted that he would be missed.   

 
 Mr. Butler then announced that a Special Meeting of the Board would be 

held on August 11 for the purpose of appointing a Board member to fill the 
vacancy created by Mr. Warner’s resignation. 

 
 Appointment of Two Voting Delegates for the PSBA Assembly Meeting 
 Mrs. Acker-Knisely moved and Mr. Thompson seconded the motion that 

approval be granted to appoint two Board members to serve as voting 
delegates at the PSBA Delegate Assembly Meeting on Tuesday, October 21, 
2014 during the PSBA School Leadership Conference.  Motion carried 
unanimously by voice vote. 
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 Calendar of Board Events 
Mr. Butler read the list of upcoming Board events. 

 
Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, Mr. Biddle moved that 
the meeting be adjourned.  Time was 9:16 pm. 
 

 


